
Miasma Theory is a relatively 
recent explanation for diseases and 
illness. Miasma Theory postulated 
that poisonous or bad air was the 
cause of all disease. The Black Plague 
was thought to be spread through the 
air. Doctors even wore special masks 
(Figure 0.2.1) in response to Miasma 
Theory. 

In the 17th Century the first microscopes 
(Figure 0.2.2) allowed scientists to find 
microscopic organisms. Some suggested that 
these organisms were the cause of some 
types of disease. 

However, many in the scientific 
community rejected the notion of germs and 

stuck to their belief in bad air. 
The supporters of Germ Theory were 

determined to prove Miasma Theory 
wrong. 

Dr. John Snow (Figure 0.2.3) was one 
such doctor. After examining all of the data 
available, Snow was convinced that the 
illness was caused by an infected water 
supply (Figure 0.2.4). 
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When Cholera came to the Soho 
region, he found that most of the 
deceased had lived near a water pump. 
Since Germ Theory would not be 
accepted, he suggested that it was a 
toxin in the water and not the air that 
caused the outbreak. 

City officials still refused to accept his idea even after 
shutting off the pump caused the number of cases to drop 
substantially. 

Today, Dr. Snow has been 
vindicated, but so many scientists 
and government officials refused 
to listen to him. 

Just because the majority of 
scientists do not believe in a new 
or revolutionary idea does not make it untrue. 

Just because the scientists do not understand everything 
about the science does not make it false. 

It is the responsibility of those in academia to teach what 
is scientifically accurate above all else.  
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